
Features of New Licenses

• Portrait and signature are both digital and stored in
a permanent database for easy retrieval in order to        
verify identification.

• Laminate coating on the front and back increases the 
card’s durability, security and tamper resistance. On 
the front there is an “optically variable” pattern that 
changes color as one tilts the license for viewing.

• All licenses have a ghost image, with birth date   
repeated along edge.

• The portrait has a receipt number overlapping its edge
as well.

• The 2-D barcode on the back contains all of the data 
from the front of the license.

• If SSN is verified, the driver may choose to have it 
printed on license, or to have the phrase “On File” 
printed instead. If SSN not provided, this is stated.

• When appropriate, within the portrait border there may 
be either a medical alert or an organ donor symbol.
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NEW License Documents 
Coming Winter 

2002-2003

New Driver Licenses, 
Identification Licenses, 

and Handgun Carry Permits



A NEW LOOK….

In the winter of 2002-2003, Tennessee will begin
issuing new Driver Licenses, ID’s and Handgun
Carry Permits with a new look and a number of
new security features.

Previously issued Licenses, ID’s and Permits will
remain valid until their expiration date (shown
for some licenses on the back, as part of a
renewal sticker).

Driver Licenses and Identification Licenses may
be issued with or without a photo. Handgun
Carry Permits all have a photo. 

Graduated Driver License Under 21 Driver License

Adult Driver License Identification License

Back of License

Portrait on Right

Social Security Number Will Say “None Provided”
if Driver Does Not Provide Proof of Social Security Number

“Under Age 21” Red Bar on Side of Portrait
Designates Year Cardholder
Turns 21

Organ Donor Authorizations 1-D Barcode

2-D Barcode

Signature Block for
Non-Photo Licenses

Text Specific to Driver’s Class,
Restrictions and Endorsements

GDL Indicator
•RED - 1st Level (Learner Permit), 
•YELLOW - 2nd Level (as shown, Intermediate Restricted) 
•GREEN - 3rd Level (Intermediate, Unrestricted)

Organ Donor Indicator

Receipt NumberMedical Alert Symbol Duplicate Indicator

Header, Portrait Border
Color and State Icon
Reflect License Type

Driver May Choose Whether the Actual
Social Security Number is Printed

ID’S are Vertical Format


